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Project/Preferences/Slide Settings

Project, Preferences and Slide settings are three key setting options of PicturesToExe.

¢ Project Settings - control various setting parameters for each individual project or AV show

* Preferences - provide a range of setting parameters which can be set up as the default for all
projects

» Slide Settings - provide a range of setting parameters which can be applied to individual slide
or to a selected range of slides.

Preferences

The last option in the Settings menu is Preferences. This option allows the user to set up a number
of program functions which will apply to all projects until these are altered. When the
“Settings/Preferences” option is selected, the following dialog box will open :
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il Preferences >
Editicns
Editions
There are two different PicturesToExe editions
Project
Sust (® Deluxe - For enthusiasts and professional photographers
wstem
() Essentials - For home users
Timeline
Toolbars
Editor
Templates Compare editions

Software updates

Auto-checking for updates

QK Cancel

The dialog box contains 7 tabs which control various functions of the program. Each of these tab
functions is explained below.

Editions

Editions

Two different functions of PicturesToExe are available for purchase, the Deluxe version which includes
all of the program functions and a simplified “Essentials” version. By clicking the “compare editions”
button, the list of function which each version supports is shown and prospective purchasers can
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select which version they wish to purchase. For users who have already purchased a PicturesToExe
licence, the version they wish to use should be selected and then no further change to this tab is

required.
Compare Editions: Compare Editions Link

Software Updates

Tick for Automatic Checking for Updates

Project

The contents of the “Project” tab with its 5 sections is shown below :
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il Preferences pd

Save and recovery

Editions
Aute recovery
Project : . - :
. Auto save project file every minutes
e Project file
Timeline Load last saved project on startup
Taalbars Show full slide duration
Editor Default options for new slides
Keep full slide duration
Templates

Scale key frames in objects (on time change]

Optimization of video clips

Ack every time w7

QK Cancel

Save and Recovery

It is recommended that both “Auto recovery” and “Auto save project every” x minutes are selected.
Typically the default setting of 5 minutes is a reasonable setting but the user may select any time
which is considered appropriate to the project being worked on

Project file

This has 2 options :
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* Load last project on startup - If this option is ticked, details of the last project worked on will
be loaded on startup of PicturesToExe. This can be an advantage if the user is working on one
project over a period of time and just want to continue where they last left off. However if a new
project is started each time PicturesToExe is opened, it is probably better to deselect this
option.

e Show full slide duration - This option enables the full slide duration (slide time plus following
transition) to be shown on each slide when in the Slide list view. For example if a slide has a
duration of 7.0s and the following slide has a transition time of 3s, then the bottom right hand
corner of the slide will show a full slide duration of 10s (see below).

]

Default option for new slides

This has 2 options :

» Keep full slide duration - This function is included for use with the insertion of video files. If
selected it enables a video clip to run for its full duration without being cut off by the following
slide transition. It also ensures that moving the clip to another location in the Slide list, will
maintain the video duration.

* Scale frames in objects (on time change) - If key frames are added to slide in the “Objects
and Animation” window, selecting this option will ensure that any change in the overall duration
of the slide will result in the key frame positions being scaled to match the revised duration.
Whether this option is selected is a function of the type of animation being used. Generally it is
probably a good idea to select this option for shows in which animations do not have to take
place at precise points in a slide duration.

o Note that the minimum resolution for a Key Frame is 0.001s. If a Time Change with
Scaling is applied to an Object with Complex Animations containing Key Frames at very
small intervals then this minimm value could cause problems.

Optimization of Video Clips

The fourth section, “Optimization of video clips”, provides a means of dealing with compatible video
clips. A video clip which is straight out of the camera may be suitable for direct insertion into
PicturesToExe. Alternatively the clip can be pre-edited (converted/optimized) in a video editor and
saved in various formats (e.g. mpg) and then added to the Slide List in Pictures To Exe. If a video clip
is added to the Slide List in Pictures To Exe directly, there are three options which can be selected to
determine how the clip is handled. These are :

* Ask every time - This will give the user to opportunity to leave the clip untouched or have
Pictures To Exe convert/optimize the clip into an *.avi file

e Always convert - This option will always convert/optimize the video file

* Never convert - The video file will be added to the Slide List in its original format without
conversion/optimization

N.B. Video clips which require Trimming should be Converted/Optimized by right clicking on the clip
and choosing “Convert Video Clip” before adding to the Slide List in order to preserve the setting of
Full Slide Duration equal to Video Clip Duration.
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System

The “System” tab is shown below :

|ﬂ! Preferences

Double click in the 5lide list

Editions
: Show Objects and Animation editor
Project
System Display for fullscreen preview
Tirneline Ask every time
Toolbars External editors
ektar Set Graphical Editor...
Templates

Set Video Editor...

Set Audio Editor...

Video card

Show animation in Slide list

Color profiles management

Color space for a monitor:

sRGE (recommended)

[] Minimize video card usage (for slow PC)

-

Enable celor management (recommended)

oK

Cancel

Double Click in the Slide List

This section provides 3 options which can be selected if a slide is double-clicked in the Slide list.

These are :

e Show slide properties window - (Note: this is really the “Slide Options” window). Selecting
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this reveals options for dealing with a slide such as adjusting its transition;
* Show Slide Style window - This reveals the window for selecting slide style parameters;
* Show Objects and animation editor - This opens the O&A editor window allowing other
images to be added and key points set.

Display for Full Screen Preview

e Applicable to users with two monitors. When a show is run the output can be set to appear on
either Display 1 or Display 2 or the user can select which to use.

External Editors

This section enables the user to set up default programs for graphical editor, video editor and audio
editor.

e For example if “Set Graphical Editor” is selected, a secondary dialog box will open as shown
below in which the default graphical editor set up in the operating system is chosen, or
alternatively a specific graphical editor can be selected by navigating to the folder where the
exe file for this editor resides and selecting the program exe file. Note that once the various
editors are selected, an image or video file can be edited by either right-clicking on the image
and selecting “Edit file” or by pressing CTRL + W.

¢ Audio files can only be sent to an Audio Editor from the File List by right clicking on an Audio
File and choosing “Edit File”. Care should be taken to use the “Save As” option in the Audio
Editor to not overwrite the original file.

Video Card

The last section deals with video card issues and provides 3 options :

e Minimize video card usage (for slow PC)- This enables shows with complex animations to
be run an PCs with reduced performance video cards.This option affects only the main program
of PicturesToExe.

o This forces PicturesToExe to unload the preview of a slideshow in the main window when
the user opens the Objects and animation editor. When the editor is closed, PicturesToExe
automatically activates the preview in the main window again. This reduces usage of
video memory on some old video cards, but it slightly delays opening/closing of the
Objects and animation editor. This option is obsolete and not recommended for modern
video cards.

e Show real slides in Slide List - It is recommended to select this option as it enables all the
images added to a base image to be shown on a slide in the slide list;

e Show animation in Slide list - This enables animation in the slide list so that moving a slide
from one position to another is animated.

Colour Profiles Management
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Color profiles management

Enable color management (recommended)

Color space for a monitorn

=RGE (recommended) -

Current monitor profile
sRGE (recommended)
Adobe RGE

Custem [CC/CM profile...

o Article to follow

Timeline

The contents of the “Timeline” tab with its 4 sections is shown below :
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il Preferences >
Scrolling during playback
Editicns
Hemje Style Auto scroll - style 1 g
System Color of audio clip
Timeline Maormal =
Toolbars Reset
Editor Audic clips
Templates Waveform Compact view of mixed channels -
Sound volurme | Percentage B
Tracks
Slide track height 100 ~ | %
Audic track height 100 | %
oK Cancel

Scrolling During Playback

e This section controls the type of scrolling of the timeline. Scrolling can be disabled or selected
to one of two methods. “Autoscroll - style 1" is abrupt when the end of the screen is reached
and style 2 provides a gradual scroll.

Colour of Audio Clip

* This section controls the color of various parts of the audio waveform when viewed in the
timeline window.
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Audio Clips

e This section controls the appearance of the audio waveform and whether values for amplitude
are in percent or decibels.

Tracks

e This section controls the heights of the Slide and audio tracks in the timeline view. although
values can be selected here, the user is advised to use the shortcut keys of CTRL + Shift +
mouse wheel to alter track heights. The slide or audio track must be selected first.

Toolbars

In Main Menu / Settings / Preferences / Toolbars you can configure the position of Toolbars and Tools.
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|ﬂ| Preferences

Editions
Project
Systern
Timeline
Toolbars
Editor

Templates

Top-left toclbar

Mew project

Open project

Save project
Separator

Undao

Redo

Separator

List of drives

Picture size in File list

Fullscreen view of File list

REE x &E x & & &

Top-right toclbar

Text comment

Change imagefvideo file
Add audio or record voice
Spacer

Preview

Spacer

x x &l x & K K]

Spacer

Publish

Bottom-left toclbar
Project options
Slide options
Slide style
Objects and Anirnation editor
Remove slide
Slide nurmber

Preview from current position

Status bar
Slide number
Full slide duration
Shde duration
Pixel size of a media file
File size
Duration of a media file
File name

oK

Move Up

Move Down

Add Separator

Add Spacer

Load Profile

Save Profile

Reset

Cancel

>

Tick or untick any box to turn a Tool on or off.

Highlight any Tool and it can be Moved within its Default Toolbar or to a different Toolbar.
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It is not possible to move Tools to or from the Status Bar. It is only possible to “Show/Hide” Status Bar
Tools.

Separators and Spacers can be moved in the same way. Extra Separators and Spacers can be added.

| Preferences >

Top-left toclbar
Editions Move Up

Mew project
Open project / Move Down

Save project

Project

System Separator

Undo Add Separator

Timeline
Redo

Separator

Add Spacer

Toolbars

List of drives

Editor Picture size in File list Load Profile

Fullscreen view of File list

REER x &K x & & &

Templates Save Profile

Top-right toolbar

Text comment
i i . Reset
Change image/video file
Add audio or record voi
Spacer
Preview
Spacer

Spacer
Publish

Kl x x K x & & &

Bottom-left toclbar
Project options
Slide options
Slide style
Objects and Anirnation editor
Remowve slide
Slide number

Preview from current position

Status bar
Slide number
Full slide duraticn
Slide duration
Pixel size of a media file
File size
Duration of a media file
File name

0] Cancel
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e Toolbars Profiles (User Profiles) can be Saved and Loaded to suit the user.
e The Reset Button allows the return to Pictures To Exe Default Status.

e The example below shows a Slide View with all Tools Active (ticked).

| Project1 - PicturesToExe Deluxe — O X
File Publish Project Slide Settings Help
- R —
0O&E -3 | 9 ¢ | B2l [Er a Comment [=] Change Image File @) Add Audio or Voice  [1] Preview Publish Show
)u e ~  File name ~
obe
B untitled-2,jpg
> Ashampo...
P B untitled-3pg
CK_Installer n Untitled-4jpg
> CyberlLink n Untitled-5.jpg
v | Images B untitled-3blurjpg
Backgro... B untitled-6,jpg
DVD B untitled-7.jpg
Fan01 B Untitled-8,jpg
Fan02 @8 untitied-9.jpg
% NESAW . B untitled-10-Hi-Qjpg
v B JPEce B untitled-10-Medium-Q.jpg
i B untitled-11-Hi-Qjpg
o k‘ - B untitled-11-Medium-Q.jpg
2N (@) untitied-12-Hi-Qjpg
Backgr @) Untitled-12-Medium-Q,jpg
> || Backgr.. B untitled-13-Medium-Qjpg
Help F... B untitled-14-Medium-Q.jpg
loan v n Untitled-1920-with-tRans.png w||»| =] o00:22.001 r A 00:37 o2
(A8 20 (88 20 820
e P
-
| T o B -
1. Untitled-3 2, Untitled-7 3. Untitled-8 4, Untitled-% 5. Untitled-10-Hi-Q 6. Untitled-11-Hi-CQ 7. Untitled-12-Hi-Q
: - | : : | 3 [ = L ] I B Fa¥ Slides Timeline
Project Options | | Slide Options | | Slide Style | | Objects and Animation | X | | = |
Slide 5 of 7 | Full duration: 7.0 s | Duration: 5.0 5 | | Folder | | Ch\Usershdave\Documents\Images\JPEGs\Backgrou

Editor

The “Editor” tab is shown below. This tab controls features associated with the “Object and
Animation” editor window.
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(] Preferences >
Show
Editions
[ Show grid
Project
rese [] Show safe TV zone
System Selections
Timeline [ Ignore objects not selected
Taalbars [ ] Hide selection on Pan/Zoom,Rotate
Editor Key frames
[] Show Global Times of Key Frames
Templates
Key Frame Width 100% -
OK Cancel
Show

This section has two options which control aspects of the O&A window. These are :

e Show grid - This enables a grid to appear in the O&A window to assist in the accurate placing
of inserted objects;

* Show safe TV zone - Selecting this option provides an indication of the probable margins of a
TV screen for those projects which are to be converted for display on a TV. Placing objects
outside these boundaries will result in them not displaying. An alternative to this is to use the
“% of the slide to show main image” setting in Project Options/Default Tab.
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Selections

This section has two options which are :

* Ignore objects not selected - When selected, objects which are behind another object in the
“Objects and Animation” window can be selected and cltered without affecting the object which
is in front (see a more detailed explanation in Selection and Transparency) .

» Hide selection on pan/zoom/rotate - When selected, the selection handles of the object
selected will be hidden when an object is moved.

(Can also be changed directly in the O&A window by using the “Tools” button)

Key Frames

e Show Global Times of Key Frames determines if the times are shown from the beginning of
the Slide or the beginning of the Project.

* Key Frame Width The width of the Key Frame in the Objects and Animations Window can be
user defined

Templates

The “Templates” tab with its 3 sections is shown below :
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(] Preferences =
Templates of projects

Editions

Mt Customize Use Template for Mew Projects >

System Blank project - Template for new projects =

Timeline Folder for project templates

Toolbars ChUsers\davelDocuments\PicturesToExe Templates Change

Editor Custom slide styles

Templates Folder for custom slide styles

ChUsers\dave\Documents\ PicturesToExehSlide Styles Change

Custom transition effects

Folder for custom transition effects

ChlUsershdavel Docurnentst PicturesToExel Transitions Change

QK Cancel

Templates of Projects

This deals with the management of templates. A template can be considered as a set of project
settings which can be used over and over again without the user having to reset project parameters.
For example a user might want to make all his shows where the slide aspect ratio is always 3:2, the
slide standard duration is 7s and a standard transition of gradual fade in are required. To do this, set
up each of the required settings in “Project Options” and then use the menu option
File/Templates/Create Template from this show. In the “Templates” tab, the “custom” button
can be used to access all the project settings, the resultant show parameters saved as a template,
and the “Use Template for New Projects” button to make this the default template. Of course a
number of different templates can be created for different type of show. At the bottom of this section
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is the location where saved templates will be created. This default folder can be changed by the user
if required.

Custom Slide Styles

¢ Specify the location of storage of Custom Slide Styles
Custom Transition Effects

¢ Specify the location of storage of Custom Transition Effects

Slide Settings

The “Main Menu”, “Slide” provides 16 menu items as shown below. Many of these functions can also
be obtained via buttons on the toolbars or via shortcut keys.

Slide Settings Help

Copy Slide Ctrl+C
Paste Slide CtrlsV
Slide Options... Ctrl+U
Slide Style...

Objects and Animation Ctrl+B
Random Order Alt+R
Insert Blank Slide Alt+5
Femove Slide

| Clear Slide List

Rotate Clockwise
Rotate Counterclockwise

Audic Comment »
Fit &l Slides to Soundtrack

Change Image File Alt=C
i Edit File Crl+ W

Edit Audic Comment

! Create Slide Style Ctrl+J

These menu items provide the following functions :

* Copy Slide - copies the currently selected slide;

» Paste Slide - pastes the copied slide into the position of the cursor in the Slide list;

 Slide options - opens the “Slide options” dialog box

» Slide Style - opens the “Slide Style” dialog box. See Slide Styles

¢ Objects and animation - opens the “Objects and Animation” editor;

e Random Order - this re-arranges the slides already in the Slide list in a random manner;

* Insert Blank Slide - this is a useful function that inserts a blank slide at the cursor position in
the SLIDE list. Note that the background color of the inserted slide will be the same as that set
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in Project Options / Screen. It can be customized in Slide Options.

Remove Slide - removes the selected slide(s) from the Slide list;

Clear Slide List - removes all slides from the Slide list;

Rotate Clockwise - rotates the selected slide(s) clockwise;

Rotate Counterclockwise - rotates the selected slide(s) counterclockwise;

Audio Comment - this is used to add an audio comment, record a comment or unlink audio
clips from slides (see Timeline View);

Fit All Slides to Soundtrack - this is a useful function which equally distributes all slides
added to the slide list along the track of an added audio clip. If multiple audio cips are added,
the slides will be distributed equally over the longest track length;

change Image File - this is used to change the image file allocated to a particular slide. If a
slide is added but needs to be changed for another slide, this function can be used to call up the
name of the alternative slide and substitute it for the original. This avoids removing a slide from
the Slide list and thus possible altering slide timing;

Edit file - if graphical/audio/video editors have been specified in “Preferences” (see System
Below, selecting a file and clicking on this option will open the file in the appropriate editor.
Create Slide Style - See Creating Slide Styles
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